
The church I grew up in didn’t observe the liturgical calendar.  So the 
seasons that American Baptists in Rhode Island tend to observe; Advent, 
Lent, Epiphany, were largely a mystery to me when I arrived and started 
preaching.  And I confess that I still struggle a bit with some of them,    
especially Lent.  Its origins lie in observing 40 days of preparation for the 
celebration of Easter, patterned after Jesus’s 40 days of fasting in the  
wilderness being tempted by Satan.  So some Christian traditions really 
focus on fasting or giving something up, for the season of Lent.  Some 
folks give up social media as a more contemporary form of                  
fasting.  Others take on a new spiritual practice such as centering prayer 
for the season.  Or they add a practice that encourages them to           
intentionally be more generous or welcoming, such as supporting a local 
food pantry weekly or gathering with friends for a shared meal.   
 

There are many ways to allow Lent to shape us as disciples.  Walter 
Brueggeman has suggested that is a season in which we can discern the 
things we need to leave behind, such as fear of the other or desire for 
wealth and possession.  Brian McClaren suggests that we think of Lent 
as a time to discern how we tell the stories of Jesus and pass them on to 
others (especially children).  N.T. Wright says it is a time of discipline, not 
because God is disappointed or angry, but because our spiritual lives get 
cluttered with grief, fear, anger, and doubt.  So Lent is the joyous time of 
cleaning out our spiritual clutter and being open to the Spirit.  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer would want us to focus on taking up our cross with              
Jesus.  There are lots of ways we could think about Lent.   
 

But the original intent, allowing the example of Jesus to shape our lives, 
no matter how we do that, seems to me most important.  Whether we are 
discerning what Jesus is calling us to put down so that we can pick up 
our cross, or leave behind so that we can follow faithfully, allowing the life 
of Jesus to form us seems to be most important.  Perhaps we will want to 
try out new practices of prayer, contemplation, service, or                   
compassion.  Those too are legitimate.   
 

The scripture I’ve decided to begin our Lenten adventure with this year is 
2 Corinthians.  It is Paul helping the Corinthian church dream of what 
they can become and accomplish when they allow themselves to follow 
Jesus. “ If anyone is in Christ," he writes, "there is a new Creation.”  Then 
he goes on to describe just a bit about what this new creation will 
be.  Paul writes, “This is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”  Notice how Paul 
first describes a spiritual transformation ‘new creation,’ and then a more 
social or communion transformation, ‘ministry of reconciliation.’   
 

So, no matter how it is you will walk with Jesus to the cross in the days of 
Lent ahead, leaving things behind or picking up new things, slowing down 
and listening, or adding something new and different to your spiritual life 
or your way of serving others, I pray that you will find the new creation 
that God has waiting for you, and that connection or             
re-connection that God is calling you to create in the world. 

From the Pastor  
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Off The Beaten Path  

 

 At Tony’s  
 

The shop was located on a busy side street in a decaying part of the city.  
Its colored trim was somewhat shabby with sections of paint peeling from its door 
frame.  
 

A single bank of fluorescents flooded light above the single barber chair.  
 

One tattered copy each of Field & Stream, Reader’s Digest, and Popular Mechanics 
was the sole literature made available to broaden the intellects of those who choose 
to wait their turn.    
 

Several dead flies graced the sill corner of the single plate glass window, their     
buzzing season long past. It was normally a quiet shop.  
 

The men who came, came with dirt under their nails and wore rumpled jeans. But 
they were very polite, even if they eschewed to read the tattered magazines or simply 
stared out the window past the flies with an empty vagueness.  
 

They worked at the mill down by the river, drove trucks, sold cars, swept floors, or 
just stole.  
 

The barber, even with his slight accent, knew them all, but preferred to listen quietly.  
 

You can yield great influence when you cradle a man’s head with one hand and a 
strapped razor in the other.  
 

Stories tumble out that are not even told to wives or girlfriends, Stories that are     
perhaps best suppressed but now elicit sly smiles or conscious guilt. Thankfully, 
walls here have no ears.  
 

Are these confessions? 
 

Words revealed here were not uttered in the shadows framed by the polished oak of 
the confessional box.  
 

Not forgiveness, but acknowledgment was agreed upon here. No blame, no admoni-
tion, no advice, just nodding acknowledgement.  
 

Certainly not repentance, for one did not know how to handle that.  
 

Yet all who came here carried with them, transgressions. They knew the pain, the 
shame, and yet wore them like their soiled overalls day after day.  
 

They came that Tony’s lather might cleanse them, that his razor might shave away 
the embedded grime of life.  



Off   The Beaten Path (continues…) 

 

 

With each shock of hair that fell to the unswept floor, there came a relief that had no 
other means of utterance. They did not know how to say things, but in their hearts, 
they knew them.  
 

How blessed was this relief! There was no blood, no dagger wound, no heavy cross 
to shoulder. Just a kind of letting go.  
 
 

The hairs, whether gray and worn, red or blond, sparse or full, straight or kinky: all 
were swept     together at day’s end, all co-joined, mingled with the stories, freed 
from the body that nourished them - freed! Lordy, freed at last!  
 

Each hair, unique like unto our sins, wafted downward like a gentle snowflake      
whitening the world.  
 

Here, at Tony’s barbershop, there was no pain at the cutting, the letting-go, but a 
grace was gained at its release.  
 

What was required was a kind of faith in all its simplicity and humbleness, and in a 
shared recognition of brotherhood and common suffering.  
 

The final anointment was the rubbing in of Vitalis, that rejuvenation marking a resto-
ration of all that was lost during a lifetime, lost in the rubble of the world’s injustice.  
 

Its scent was strong and brisk, and the bracing gave the wearer a sense of newness 
of life and lent a kind of blessing to compensate for what was shorn away.  
 

At Tony’s, could it be that forgiveness can come from more than wine and wafer?  
 
 

~Don Waterman 
                                                                                                                                         



Outreach News 

 

 

Helping Hands Food Pantry – Walmart curbside pickup was done on Thursday,    
January 18

th
 by Ann and Sharon. We are adjusting our purchases a bit in order to 

conserve our available funds that are left from the RI ARPA Grant into the month of 
February. There is approximately a little over $900 since our recent shopping         
between Walmart, Bread Thrift store and the now “ Dollar Tree Plus”.  Next pick up 
for the pantry is scheduled for Thursday, February,1

st
  between 12 & 1pm.  

  

At this time we are not going to be able to do the Easter Food Baskets/gifts cards as 
we have in the past.  We will instead, focus on making sure that families will receive a 
little bit extra food items in the regular food pantry visits on March 2

nd
 and March 16

th
 

from 8:30 am to 11:00 am.   Easter is early this year, Sunday, March 31
st
 and we are 

not open on the 23
rd

 or the 30
th
.  

 

We recently serviced 40 adults and 22 children so the need is increasing. 
 

We continue to receive hygiene donations and sometimes canned goods and     
clothing from our friend Corky, his sister, Kelly and her husband Ernie. They come 
twice a month to Berean on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays when we are open.  

 

We will compile a list of non-perishables that is currently most needed in the pantry 
and provide the list to be included in the church bulletin as well as begin sharing on 
our church’s website and Facebook.  
 

Rhode Island Foundation is changing the application process for non-profits and 
we will not be able to apply for a Basic Human Needs Grant until February when they 
will begin accepting applications. A new account for Berean has already been set up 
as required.  As with any grant application there is a process involved and the deter-
mination of whether an award is granted takes several weeks. 
 

Outreach requested at the January 21, 2024 deaconate meeting that $5,000.00 be 
added to the budget specifically for the Helping Hands Food Pantry. It was added to 
the proposed budget for 2024 and the vote is scheduled for the annual meeting of 
January 28

th. 
 . If approved it will then give us some time to keep the pantry going 

while we apply for additional funds. 
  

Harvest Community Church- Next meal prep for February will be due either at the 
church on Sunday, February, 11

th
 or brought to the church on Tuesday, February 13

th
 

at 10:30 am for Jim & Cindy to pick up and deliver. We have Glennis Esterbrook, 
Walter Dandrow, Cindy Ring, Carol Donnelly, and Sharon Ponce cooking meals for 
February. 
 

 

 



Outreach News…(continues) 

 

There will be 2 more opportunities for people to volunteer to cook meals needed for 
Tuesday, March 12

th
, and Tuesday, April 9

th
.   Please let Sharon know if you would 

like to help.  
 

Family Clothing Resource- We recently received winter coat donations from Ray 
Trinque from the VFW in Harrisville, and also Dave from Auto Audio Concepts in 
Chepachet. Another donation of coats was scheduled to be received on Thursday, 
January 25

th
 at 3 pm from a resident of Warwick, RI, Janet Richardson. 

 

Outreach meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 4
th
 in the Sanctuary after the   

service. It is time to reorganize and brainstorm for 2024. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Outreach Team 

 

 
                                                                                                                  



Outreach News… (continues) 

 

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

474 CHAPEL ST. 

HARRISVILLE, RI 02859 
 

“HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY” 
 

Below is a list of the current food items we try to keep on the shelves 

 to assist our families in need. 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation 

 please be sure to indicate that it is for the food pantry. 

 

NON-PERISHABLES                                                                PERISHABLES 

Pasta         Eggs 

Pasta Sauce        Margarine 

Alfredo Sauce        American Cheese 

Mac & Cheese        Shredded Cheese for Tacos 

Taco Dinner Kits       Ground Beef 

Peanut Butter/Jelly       Ground Turkey 

Rice         Ground Chicken 

Instant Potatoes       Breakfast Sausage 

Pork & Beans        Tater Tots 

Tuna         Package Lunch Meats 

Cereal         Hots Dogs 

Pancake Mix/Syrup       Hot Dog Buns 

Ramen Noodle Soup       Loaves of Bread 

Canned Soups        Frozen Vegetables—Corn, Broccoli, 

Saltines        Green beans, Spinach, Mixed Vegetables 

Graham Crackers       Chicken Thighs   

Sunny D Orange Juice      Chicken Leg Quarters 

Cranberry Juice       Chicken Drumsticks 

Apple Juice        Apples 

Condiments: Ketchup, Mustard, Relish, Salad Dressing  Oranges 

Popcorn        Baby Carrots 

Please note: We are open to Burrillville Residents on the FIRST & THIRD Saturdays of each month 
from 8:30 am to 11:00 am throughout the year.  

The Outreach Team 



Worship & Fellowship 

 

 

With Christmas in our rear view mirror we are now looking forward to the Lenten   
season. 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 14
th
 and we will be having a time of worship at 

7:00pm.  

 

We had a pot luck brunch after the Annual meeting and enjoyed great 
food and plenty of fellowship, both during the meal and doing cleanup. 

Thanks to all who helped. 

 

 

Grace Latendresse sang on the 14
th
 and she was remarkable.  Thanks Grace! 

 

 

Anniversary Committee 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  October 26 2024  5:00pm   

                   Anniversary Banquet 

 

Please plan to join us we will be celebrate our 150
th
  anniversary. 

 

Discussion is underway for a banner to announce our anniversary.                         
Cost of the banner and logistics in placing across the road are underway. 

 

The committee has reached out to Senator Jack Reed and Rep. Seth Magaziner for 
resolutions honoring our anniversary. Will be reaching out to our state senator and 
representative. 

 

Don and Marge are undertaking reviewing historical paperwork to put together a 
presentation at the banquet. 

 



Service for Lent 

 

 

 
Wednesday, February 14…...Ash Wednesday-7pm 

Sunday, March 24....……….Passion (Palm) Sunday-10am 

Thursday, March 28………..Maundy Thursday-7pm 

Friday, March 29 ..…………Good Friday-7pm 

Sunday, March 31...…………...Easter– 10am 

 

 

On the First Sunday (Communion Sunday) of each month there will be and ‘Special 
Offering” envelope inserted into the bulletin to help with each  committee.            

Each committee will have three months for Special offerings.     

          

They are as follows:          

                    

January, February  - Deacon’s Fund                     

March - House                             

April, May, June  - Worship & Fellowship                                      

July - House                                  

August - Outreach     

September - Deacon’s Fund          

October - Outreach 

November - House  

December - Outreach        

Communion Sundays 



Deacons & Officers of BBC 

 

Here is a list of the 2024 Deacons & Officers 
of Berean Baptist Church.  If you have an  

inquiry of or would like to join a committee—
you will know who they will be serving   

alongside with your fellow sisters          
and/or brothers. 

 

2024 Deacons & Officers  

Berean Baptist Church 

Treasurer –Kelly Hunt 

Assistant Treasurer – Shawn Harwood 

Moderator – MaryBeth Martin 

Clerk – Cynthia Bonn 

Member-At-Large – Donna Landry 

Director of Education – Aaron Coutu- Jones 

 

CHRISTIAN ED 

Aaron Coutu-Jones  

Ann Harwood  

Donna Landry  

 

FINANCE 

Roberta Collins   

Aaron Coutu-Jones 

Rose Doughty 

Shawn Harwood 

Sharon Ponce 

Don Waterman   

 

HOUSE   

Mark Bonn   

Roberta Collins 

Marge Fenley 

Kelly Hunt  

Roger Landry 

MaryBeth Martin - Friend 

 
   OUTREACH 

   Lauren Capron 

   Jeffrey Coutu-Jones 

   Glennis Esterbrook 

   Marge Fenley 

   Ann Harwood – Co-Chair 

   Lynne Holden – Friend 

   Cheryl Lacey 

   Cortney Lacey 

   Julie Markey 

   MaryBeth Martin - Friend 

   Linda Morgenstern 

   Sharon Ponce – Co-Chair 

   Carolyn Ross 

   Kristine Sullivan 

   Jean Wiberg - Friend  
 
   PASTORAL RELATIONS 

   Darin Collins 

   Jeffrey Coutu-Jones 

   Sandy Easterbrooks 

   Marge Fenley 

   MaryBeth Martin -Chair 

   Brenda Rene 

   Don Waterman 

 

   WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP 

   Cindy Bonn  

   Beth Capron  

   Sandy Easterbrooks 

   Marge Fenley 

   Linda Morgenstern 

   Carolyn Ross  

   Neil Sepe 



 

 

 Feb. 8 - Richard Ross              Feb. 9 - Cindy Carr 

 Feb. 13 - Barbara Sidla           Feb. 16 - Lance Collins 

 Feb. 17 - Joyce Wolfe             Feb. 18 - Nancy Campbell 

 Feb. 22 - Cindy Ring              Feb. 25 - Kristine Sullivan       

 Feb. 26 - Allison Cote            Feb. 26 - Samantha Sullivan   

                        Feb. 27 - Shelly Pickles 

BIRTHDAYS OF THE MONTH 

REMINDERS 

Flowers help beautify our Sanctuary and can be given  

“In Honor of ” or “In Memory of ” 

a special  someone or event or “Just Because” 

 

Next newsletter:  March 2024 

 Committee Chairpersons:    

Please submit your report to the  

Church Secretary on or before  

the 22nd of February. 



February 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7:00pm 
Bible Study  

At Berean and on 

Zoom  

2 3 

8:30-11:00am 
Family Clothing 

Resource &  

Helping Hand 

Food pantry  

4 

10:00am worship 

(Communion) 

11:30            

Anniversary Mtg. 

Worship &    

Fellowship Mtg. 

5 6 7 8 

7:00pm 
Bible Study  

At Berean and on 

Zoom  

9 10 

 

11 

10:00am worship 
 

11:30 
Worship &      

Fellowship Mtg. 

12 13 14 

 

 

7:00pm 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

Service 

15 

7:00pm 
Bible Study  

At Berean and on 

Zoom  

16 17 

8:30-11:00am 
Family Clothing 

Resource &  

Helping Hand 

Food pantry  

18 

10:00am worship 
 

11:30am        

Deaconate Mtg.  

19 20 21 

 

22 

7:00pm 
Bible Study  

At Berean and on 

Zoom  

23 24 

25 

10:00am worship 

 

 

26 27 28 29 

7:00pm 
Bible Study  

At Berean and on 

Zoom  

  


