From the Pastor

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

BEREAN BELL

Everyone who loves is born of God
1 John 4: 7-12

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In
this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us

Pride Month has arrived again, and | am excited to celebrate with you all.
Many have asked me what we, as a Welcoming and Affirming
congregation, do with those stories and verses in the Bible that are used to
shame and condemn our siblings in the LGBTQ+ community. Sometimes
they are called the ‘clobber texts,” and others call them, more accurately,
‘texts of terror.” Perhaps you are familiar with them; The story of Sodom
and Gomorrah in Genesis 19, verses in Leviticus 18 and 20, as well as
verses in Romans and 1 Corinthians. While | understand the need to
explore these verses, and we will be doing just that at the June ‘How To
Read the Bible’ gathering on the 22nd of the month after worship, | would
like to suggest an alternative. As important as it is for us to study these
‘texts of terror,” to come to a better understanding of what they truly mean,
I’'m not sure that staying stuck in argument mode is helpful or healthy. So
my sermon series this month is entitled, ‘A More Excellent Way.” This
phrase comes from another section of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian
church, in which he both celebrates the virtues of the wide variety of gifts
the Spirit gives to the church, but then explains that the greatest Spiritual
gift is love

When given the opportunity to discuss Berean’s affirmation and celebration
of folx in the LGBTQ+ community, | do not first go to an explanation of why
the ‘texts of terror’ don’t mean what so many have been taught. First, | go
to the theme of love. Which is why | chose verses from 1 John 4 to inspire
my note for Pride Month. ‘Everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God,’ the writer of 1 John says. Everyone. No exceptions are listed in
these verses. Everyone who loves is born of God.

The writer of 1 John is continuing the theme of love presented in the gospel
of John, where we hear, ‘For God so loved the world.” Again, look at the
wide inclusivity here. God loved the world. It is also in John 13:34-35 that
we hear Jesus say, ‘| give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Some will argue that Jesus encourages love within the church,
specifically, to the exclusion of those who are not a part of the faith. But
obviously, the writer of 1 John didn’t see this command in this exclusivistic
way. ‘Everyone who loves is born of God.” The gospel of John is not the
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only place that we find the centrality of love. Both Mark and Matthew contain slightly differently
worded versions of the same story in which Jesus says that the greatest commandment is to love
God and love your neighbor.

This theme of a loving God who empowers us to love one another is not just found in the New
Testament. The steadfast love of God is a consistent theme in the First Testament as well. For
instance, we find in Isaiah 54:10, For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my
steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the
Lord, who has compassion on you.” Psalm 136:1 says, ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His
love endures forever.” And in Jeremiah 31:3 we hear, ‘| have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore | have continued my faithfulness to you.’

My point is that while some will choose to let roughly six clobber texts shape their thinking, there are
many, many more stories and verses about the love of God and the importance of loving one
another. And this is the more excellent way. Instead of getting drawn into clobber text arguments,
commit these verses about love to your heart and mind. Find more, for there are very many. And
let that knowledge guard you from those who use the bible as a weapon, and be the foundation of
your bold proclamation of God’s all-inclusive love.

God Bless You and Happy Pride
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Worship & Fellowship

June will be a busy month.

— It is Pride month and we will be honoring our LGBTQ+ members.
V

We also will be celebrating Children’s Day and % I PPy 3
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IPNEEa%eE Juneteenth. Busy month.

In an effort to keep our active membership list up to date letters have gone out to those members
who have not attended church or contributed financially for a year. Those receiving the letters have
the option to continue their membership at Berean by contributing to the current budget or attending
worship.
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Cﬁ;ﬁ Our last coffee hour was May 25th . They will start back up in September.

- We will once again meet for ice cream at Pound Hill Creamery (next to the Beef Barn in North
” Smithfield) on July 30th . Hoping for sunny and hot weather.
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How to Read the Bible
June - It is Pride Month, and by request, we will be taking a look at the clobber texts.

Many of us have friends and family in the LGBTQ+ community that we love dearly and support
fully. But we also hear the loud and confident voices of those who claim that the Bible condemns
our loved ones. So we will look at what the Bible actually says.

We will also look at texts of affirmation. This study will be an exploration of the practice of
‘text-proofing’ and a fancy theological term, hermeneutics.

Sunday, June 22nd after worship.

July - We celebrate the inauguration of our nation this month on the 4th. | suggest that we take
this month's How to Read the Bible Session to explore in a safe space a topic that can be a bit
troublesome, the politics of the Bible. We will explore a few very well-known scriptures and
discuss how they instruct us to organize our social lives as a community.

Let me be clear that when | use the word ‘politics,” | am operating with the ancient Greek meaning
of the word, which is ‘pertaining to public life.” | am NOT referring to current understandings of
politics, which are more likely to refer to partisan allegiances, struggles for power, corruption, or
the cultural wars we have been living through since the 1980s. This will be a historical study of the
politics we find in First Testament stories such as the Exodus and David's defeat of Goliath, as well
as the preferred politics of God as voiced by the prophet Isaiah and the Messiah Jesus. We won’t
be discussing democrat/republican, liberal/conservative rancor or trying to make a case for which
of those sides God is on, because God is above and beyond that system.

If you have topics you would like to study together, please let Pastor Darin know

Please feel free to invite friends, from church or not from church at all if you think any of our topics
would be of interest.

Becoming a Member of Berean Baptist Church

If you have been attending worship here at Berean for some time and/or participating
in our various ministries with one another and the community at large and would like
to take the next step into become a member of Berean Baptist Church, please call or
text Pastor Darin at (401)339-3237 or e-mail him at antsgrad@yahoo.com. If there is
enough interest, he would like to begin a membership discussion and learning

group.
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Off the Beaten Path

“The Enigmatic Harbinger of Spring”

Hidden away in the shadowy dark hollows of our wetlands, even amid remnant patches of January’s
snow, there emerge tiny green spears of a most peculiar plant breaking through the thawing earth.
Nothing else shows signs of life. Tree buds formed last autumn still lie curled and sere, blanketed in
a protective brown coating. This unassuming emergence of green is the herb or wildflower shunned
by most yet known by most as the common skunk cabbage. Goodness! It’s such an unattractive
name for a supposed wildflower which we assume to be a thing of beauty. | had to look up its
scientific name, Symplocarpus foetidus. The first word is Greek for fruit which refers to its seeds.
The second means putrid which describes the plant’s distinctive objectionable odor.

The lengthening days of March are good times to walk in our woodlands. The weather can be
balmy, the pine needles underfoot soft and cushiony, and | can almost smell the sap coursing
through the sugar maples. | sense the vibrancy of life returning to the earth, and it feels so good.
When | walked this area several months ago, | observed the skunk cabbage green shoots
protruding up through the frozen and icy marsh. This plant is not the first plant of spring, it's more
accurately the first plant of early winter. How remarkable it is that even one of America’s foremost
naturalists, Henry David Thoreau, noted this and counseled that those afflicted with the melancholy
of winter’s onset should go venture into the swamps and "see the brave spears of skunk cabbage
buds already advanced toward the new year.”

Being first to bud and flower is not the only distinctiveness of this less than charmingly named
harbinger of spring. Indeed, this plant is a fascinating study in adaptation and resilience that so often
has escaped our notice. Few recognize how unusual this plant fits into and performs in our
landscape. Just after the first green shoots appear, the inconspicuous flowers appear. They are so
small that you need to get down on hands and knees to view them hidden away under a purplish or
mottled green hood that resembles a monk’s cowl. I'm often reminded that this cowl looks like the
Providence Friars’ basketball icon. It's termed a spathe by botanists. The tiny inconspicuous flowers
are arranged on an egg-shaped sort of pin-cushion that is nearly enclosed and is protected from
inclement weather by this hood or spathe. This grotesque-looking spathe is the first thing one
notices about the plant as it pokes its way up through the wintry snow and mud. It’s an unlikely
beauty, reminiscent of some primeval, tropical bloom, yet perfectly suited to its cold, damp, and
wintry environment.

It's a wonder that any insect would find this plant attractive. The skunk part of its common name
comes from the very strong odor emanating from all parts of the plant. Several chemicals, also
found in dead and decaying meat, produce a smell that repels grazing animals yet attracts a host of
flies and carrion-loving insects that flock to feast on its pollen. Fertilization thus easily occurs, and
it's typical that large marsh areas become densely populated. Certain varieties of flies find skunk
cabbage so enticing that dozens of them can be seen swarming for a feast they find delightful.

Interestingly enough, beekeepers report that their hives become active on warmer days when the
bees need some pollen to sustain them and replenish their hives. One would think that the odor
would repulse them, but skunk cabbage flowers, tiny though they may be, produce great amounts of
pollen, and the bees love to nestle inside the curled protective spathe. It’s far warmer there because
of another unique property of this unusual plant. It generates prodigious amounts of heat, a process
termed thermogenesis. Scientists have measured the plant at 70 degrees F when the ambient air is
around the freezing temperature. Beekeepers call this a “heat stop’ which is a great attraction for
insects. This is very noticeable when the snow and ice around the plant is completely melted
forming a circle of dry ground. This prodigious heat also helps to volatilize the plant’s pungent odor.
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Let us not think too disparagingly about the lowly status of the skunk cabbage plant. Even though
its dreaded odor, its soggy surroundings, and its very unspectacular flower all relegate it to a floral
purgatory, it can boast something of the spectacular. Its distinctive odor is a magnet for pollinating
bees and carrion flies. Its excessive heat-producing metabolism is a scientific mystery. Its pollen
gathering mechanism is an ideal design for bees. And as the flowers fade, the lush, up-to-three-foot
-long green leaves burst forth to provide the first splash of spring’s greenery. Not many flowers can
boast that they flower before leafing out. Its presence is a sure indicator that this is a healthy and
functioning wetland. This enigmatic plant with its unusual appearance, its unique flowering process,
and its rich history of native use, stands as a testament to the resilience and adaptability of life — a
reminder that in the most unlikely of places, beauty and wonder can be found.

Now that you know some things about the skunk cabbage, perhaps you would like to go for a walk
and take a closer look. Go find a swampland, a mucky place where the water table comes right up
to the surface. Don’t forget your waders. Locate a plant, any one will do. Kneel down to inspect the
flower hidden in the brightly-colored spathe. Be careful not to touch. You don’t want to be sleeping
on the couch tonight. You have to get real close to see the dainty floral arrangement. Now you’re
covered with muck. When you get home, your spouse will undoubtedly look you up and down
declaring, "Where in the hell have you been!”

Don Waterman

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Emily Cook, who has played for us for several years when Emma has been on
vacation, is graduating second in her class from Burrillville High School. She will be
attending the University of Connecticut in the fall studying music. Emily will be
playing for us on June 8th and we would like to take a collection to send her on her
way with many thanks from Berean Baptist Church, if you would like to contribute,
please see Linda Morgenstern.




Outreach

Helping Hands Food Pantry — Walmart food pantry deliveries were made on April 4" and April 16™.
We had a little glitch with the church credit card when attempting to purchase food to restock the
shelves for our May 3™ date, & although we were low the families that visited were appreciative of
what we had to offer. Shawn Harwood was able to resolve the issue and we were able to place an
order for our May 17" date.

Jean Wiberg and Linda Morgenstern covered the Food Pantry at Berean while some of us were at

the Town Fair. Vicki Martin, Christine Mulligan, and Dee Ricard took care of the Clothing Resource.
Marybeth Martin had the first opening day of the” Giving Table” at the church, Indoors, in the room

adjacent to the food pantry. She said it went very well. She plans to do it the first Saturday of each
month, please see Marybeth if you would like to volunteer on the first Saturday of the month as she
sometimes may have a conflict.

Family Clothing Resource- We recently had received a generous amount of new socks and under-
cover wear. Some of the donations were brought to the Family Fair on Saturday, May 3™ and there
were only a few packages of T- shirts leftover We continue to support our community and beyond
with clothing. We are still donating clothing to our friends, Lew Pryeor, from Glocester & his hus-
band, Pierre, as they travel to Providence and Woonsocket to serve the homeless with clothing,
food, and other necessities. Lew recently had a knee replacement but he will be returning to Provi-
dence on Sunday May 18" to feed the homeless. He is now a member of the Glocester Business
Association (GBA) and his organization “Friends Helping Friends RI” has now been designated as
a 501(c)3. Donations of clothing will be dropped off at his home in Glocester on Friday, May 30™.

Rhode Island Foundation-. Basic Human Needs Grant application for 2025 was submitted online on
Sunday, April 6th. We will be notified of the decision sometime in June.

Family Fair- Berean participated again this year on Saturday, May 3rd from 10 amto 1 pm .
Cortney and Cheryl Lacey volunteered their truck to help transport tables, chairs, etc. . Thank you
to Pastor Darin and Neil Sepe for their help. Carolyn Ross had church brochures and Welcome
Packets for anyone who expressed interest in Berean. Ann Harwood, Aaron and Jeff Coutu-Jones
did a butterfly craft and the children loved it! We had fresh fruit for families and their children- straw-
berries and blueberries for fruit cups along with clementines, bananas, apples, and pears. Sharon’s
granddaughter, Ella Covino, manned the table and also gave out bubbles. The Clothing Resource
had a sampling of clothing, socks, undercover wear and it was great to share this resource with the
community.

We will have our next meeting on Sunday, Jun 1st at 11:15 am in the Granger Hall Auditorium to
discuss plans for a potential Pancake Breakfast in the Fall as a fundraiser for Outreach.

There are no meetings in July or August. The next one will be Sunday, September 7™.

We wish everyone a happy and safe summer and hope you all have a chance to enjoy some
downtime with your families and friends. Our Ocean State is full of fun things to do and places to
explore!

Respectfully submitted,
The Outreach Team




BIRTHDAYS OF THE MONTH
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June Birthdays

**If I forgot your birthday,
please let me know so I can add 1t**

June Ist—David Landry
June 3rd—Walter Dandrow
June 14th—Gary Harris
June 30th—Michael Bessette
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REMINDERS

Flowers help beautify our Sanctuary
and can be given
“In Honor of” or “In Memory of”

a special someone or event or “Just Because”.

Next newsletter: July 2025

Committee Chairpersons:
Please submit your report to the

Church Secretary on or before June 24th
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June 2025

[ ]
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:00am 8:30-11:00am
(Comhaiifon) 7:00pm Family Clothing
Bible Study Resource & HH
11:30am Food Pantry
Outreach Mtg.
8 Pentecost 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:00am 10:30am
Worship Bayberry Worship
11:30 am 7:00pm
Worship & Bible Study
Fellowship Mtg
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Children’s Day 8:30-11:00am
10:00am . :
Worship 7:00pm Family Clothing
Bible Study Resource & HH
11:30 am Food Pantry
Deaconate Mtg.
Father’'s Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Juneteenth 10:30am
10:00am Newsletter Bayberry Worship
Worship Articles Due 7:00pm
Bible Study
29 30
10:00am
Worship

How to read the
Bible Group




